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Never Underestimate the Significance of a Few 

Genesis 18:20-25 

Memorial Day is a day our country remembers and honors those who paid the ultimate sacrifice 

while serving in the United States Armed forces. Throughout history many great battles have 
come down to a handful of soldiers who stood their ground in the face of withering opposition. 

God is looking for “a few good men” and “a few good women.” He searches the earth to find 
those who will stand strong in the evil day. Why? A few people united for any cause can change 
the world! 

This morning our text focuses on story of Abraham pleading for Sodom to be spared. When God 

inspected the city, He found its sin so great that He determined to destroy it. Abraham 
intercedes with God, asking Him to spare the city on behalf of the righteous who still live there.  

Let’s look at three lessons from this ancient story.  

I. The Character of God 

The story reveals, in the first place, about God’s knowledge. He knows all about the sin of 
Sodom. He has heard the “outcry” of the city. God sees and God knows! He sees every injustice 
in this evil world.  

The story also teaches us about God’s justice. He will always do what is right. Abraham’s whole 

prayer is based on the question in verse 25, “Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”  

From this story we also learn a powerful lesson about God’s mercy. God wants to spare the city 
of Sodom.  

II. The Marks of Effective Intercession 

When Abraham prays for Sodom it is the first intercessory prayer in the Bible. To “intercede” is 

to plead the case of another person.  

III. How the Righteous Can Save a City 

This passage teaches us something crucial about how the righteous can save a city. When 
Abraham and God finished their discussion, the bottom line had come to this: ten righteous 

would have saved Sodom.  
 

Our great need today lies in two areas: 1. Moral Courage 2. Commitment to Prayer. We need to 
the courage to speak out and stand up for God whatever the cost and we need the commitment 
to prayer because our words and actions will come to nothing without the help of heaven.  

 
What is your Sodom? Is it your school? Your neighborhood? Your office? Your workplace? Your 

family? Go back and be salt. Who knows? You may end up saving an entire city. 

 


