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Joseph’s Brothers – How to Be Set Free  

Genesis 45:1-5 

When last we left Joseph and his brothers, here was the situation: A great feast was underway 

at Joseph’s house in Egypt. For the first time in over 20 years, all 12 brothers were together. 
Remember, the brothers all thought Joseph was dead. The truth is about to set them free and 
three words tell us how it happened:  

#1: Confession  

In every story there comes a moment when the truth must come out. Now the truth comes from 
the mouth of Judah. Speaking for all the brothers, he admits their guilt: “What shall we say to 
my lord? What shall we speak? Or how can we clear ourselves? God has found out the guilt of 

your servants” (Genesis 44:16). 

# 2: Repentance 

In Genesis 44:18-34 Judah makes the longest individual speech in the book of Genesis in which 
he pleads that they be allowed to take Benjamin back home to Canaan. At the end Judah offers 

himself as a replacement for Benjamin: “Please let your servant remain instead of the boy as a 
servant to my lord, and let the boy go back with his brothers” (Genesis 44:33). 

# 3: Reconciliation 

Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. He cried, “Make everyone go 

out from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And 
he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. And 
Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not 

answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence (Genesis 45:1-3). 

Joseph says five things to his brothers recorded in Genesis 45: 

1. “Come near to me” (v. 4).  

2. “I am Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt” (v. 4).  

3. “Do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here” (v. 5).  

4. “God sent me before you to preserve life” (v. 5).  

5. “Hurry and go up to my father” (v. 9).  

Reconciliation: “Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept 

upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked 
with him” (Genesis 45:14-15). We all need to be set free as Joseph’s brothers were set free. The 

path to freedom is the same for us as it was for them. If we are willing to face the truth about 
our sin and disobedience, if we are willing to confess and repent of our sins, if we will give up 
our anger and our excuses, then at last we will be set free to love one another. 
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