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“They Recognized That They Had Been With Jesus” 

Acts 4:13-20 

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 

uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had 
been with Jesus” (Acts 4:3). 

Consider the context. Peter and John have just healed a crippled man at the Temple 
(Acts 3:1-10). When a crowd gathers, Peter seizes the moment to preach a gospel 

message (Acts 3:11-26). After they are arrested and thrown in jail, Peter addresses the 
religious leaders (Acts 4:1-12).  

Revealed by a Crisis 

It has been well said that a crisis never made any man. It only reveals what he already 
is. In this case, the crisis of their arrest revealed the truth about Peter and John: They 

had been with Jesus. No fact is more important for our consideration today.  

Around But Not With 

This leads to an important conclusion: It is dangerous to be around Jesus and not be 

with Jesus. The disciples had been “with” Jesus and knew him intimately and that 
changed everything. Even their enemies could see the difference Christ had made in 

their lives.  

Courage on Steroids 

They were doing what Christians should always do. They were “ready to give an answer” 

for the hope that was in them (1 Peter 3:15). They gave an answer and it got them in 
trouble. Acts 4:2 even pinpoints the exact issue. The Jewish leaders were “greatly 

annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the 
resurrection from the dead.”  

Here’s the response: “Many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number 

of the men came to about five thousand” (v. 4). 

Though the leaders hated what Peter said, they could not deny what Christ had done 

through him. Even their enemies knew that Peter and John had been with Jesus. No 
higher compliment could be paid to a child of God.  

This is our challenge and our prayer: May Christ be seen in us. May God and His Word 

fill us with grace and truth. May the whole world know by the way we live that we have 

been with Jesus. 

 


