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Empowered By Faith                                                                                                                             

Hebrews 11:39-40 

Faith Always Involves the Unseen. That refers to faith as the - substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen (v. 1).  

Faith Wins God’s Approval. That refers to the Old Testament heroes who trusted in God (v. 2).  

Faith Explains the Universe. Hebrews 11:3 tells us that God designed the universe. He designed it, framed it, and spoke it 
into existence.  

Faith Gains Acceptance with God. That would be Abel who offered a “better sacrifice” from Cain (v 4).  

Faith Pleases God. That would be Enoch (v. 5-6) who at the age of 65 began to walk with God when his son Methuselah 
was born.   

Faith Saves Your Family. That would be Noah who built an ark when he had never seen rain (v. 7).  

Faith Steps Out and Never Looks Back. That would be Abraham who left Ur and departed for parts unknown (v. 8-10).  

Faith Raises Up a Godly Heritage. That’s Sarah who believed the promise of God when she was 90 years old (v. 11-12).   

Faith Believes What It Sees in the Distance. That’s all the Old Testament believers (v. 13-16) who lived and died and 
never received all that God had promised. But they never gave up.  

Faith Holds Nothing Back. That’s Abraham who offered his son Isaac on the altar (v. 17-19), and in so doing, he 
demonstrated that true faith goes “all in” for God.  

Faith See Beyond the Moment of Death. That’s Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, father, son and grandson, who at the point of 
death looked to the future (v. 20-22).  

Faith Risks Everything-Gladly. That would be the parents of Moses who defied Pharaoh’s order and hid Moses so that he 
would not be put to death (v. 23).  

Faith Refuses the World. That would be Moses (v. 24-28) whom the Egyptians fundamentally misunderstood. Moses 
walked away from Egypt and took up the cause of the oppressed people of God.  

Faith Separates God’s People from the World. That would be Moses and the children of Israel at the Red Sea (v.29).  

Faith Brings Down the Walls of Impossibility. That would be Joshua and the people of Israel marching around Jericho 
for seven straight days (v.30).  

Faith Redeems an Unsavory Past. That would be Rahab the harlot (v. 31). Even in the midst of judgment, God reaches 
out and saves a harlot who turns to Him in faith.  

Faith Empowers Flawed Heroes. That would be Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, four flawed heroes from the book 
of Judges (v. 32).  

Faith Overcomes the Odds. That would be all the heroes of the Old Testament who went into battle and won great 
victories (v.33-35).  

Faith Pays a Great Price. That would be the martyrs who were hated, abused, mocked, pursued, falsely accused, and then 
were tortured and put to death (v.35-38).  

Faith Joins Us With a Glorious Past. That would be all the men and women in ancient times who lived by faith (v. 39-40). 
They only lacked one thing. They never received the promise. 

 

  


