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“Preparing for the Battle” 

Ephesians 6:10-20 

The last part of Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians sounds like a general motivating his 
soldiers before battle. In reality Paul is motivating and preparing soldiers of Christ not 

only in the church at Ephesus but Paul addresses anyone who will ever serve God down 
through the ages. Every day there is a spiritual battle being waged in each of our lives 

and we must be prepared. 

Everyone is involved in this battle. 

No one is impervious or immune to the attacks of the enemy. This is a struggle we all 
face. Jesus was not immune to temptation and neither are you. Paul said, “No 

temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who 
will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will 

provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it” (1 Corinthians 
10:13). 

Make the decision to put on the full armor of God and fight.  

Paul tells us to, “Put on the full armor of God” (Eph.6:11) 

We may not have a choice as to whether we are in this battle but our response to the 
battle certainly is our choice. “Be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might” 

(Ephesians 6:10). Our strength will come from God but we must invite that strength into 
our daily lives. It is a deliberate act to put on Christ and it is a deliberate act to put on 

His armor. 

Spiritual victory precedes ministry. 

Before ministry begins temptation is overcome. According to the synoptic gospels, Jesus 
is baptized, faces the wilderness temptation and then begins His earthly ministry. I 

believe the order is important. Jesus’ resolve would be tested and then His ministry 
would begin and not before. Allow God to use you at your maximum potential.  

We must be prepared to face the battle.  

We must be prepared to encounter the enemy. Jesus fasted as He entered into the 

wilderness temptation. Paul tells us to put on the full armor of God so that we might 
stand firm. We must be prepared to encounter the enemy.  

God understands our struggle.  

“For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One 
who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). We are 

going to fall. When we do God does not stop loving us. We are going to have moments 
of weakness and compromise. When we do God will not give up on us. With His help we 

will pick ourselves up and keep moving forward in faith, standing firm.  

“Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:3).  


