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The Power of Forgiveness                                                                                                                                                                            

(Part 2) 

Matthew 18:23-35 

Forgiveness is a marvelous, virtuous, liberating, loving attitude and act. It makes sense to forgive. It is 
healthy. It is wholesome. It is sensible. It is freeing. It brings peace. It engenders love.  

1. Our God is a God of forgiveness. Even though we don’t deserve it, God pays our debt and He 
abundantly pardons our sins (Isaiah 55:6-7) 
 

2. God has commanded us to forgive. He offers to forgive us and He expects us to offer forgiveness 
to others (Ephesians 4:32 and Colossians 3:13). 
 

3. We are never more like God than when we extend our forgiveness to others. No act is more 
Christ-like than the act of forgiving (Luke 6:35-36). 
 

4. One of the most necessary parts of forgiveness is also the most difficult. It is the awkward reunion 
between the offender and the offended. It is the conversation that we know must take place but 
dread having (Matthew 5:23-24). 
 

5. If God can forgive us the greater debt, cannot we forgive the lesser? (Matthew 18:32-33). God is 
the model for forgiveness.  
 

6. There is a price to pay for being a bitter, unforgiving person. We see it here in Matthew 18 verse 
31 of this parable, “When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved 
and came and reported to their lord all that had happened.” 
 

7. Failure to forgive will result in divine chastening.  James 2:13, “Judgment will be merciless to the 
one who shows no mercy.” Matthew 5:7 gives us the opposite, “Blessed are the merciful for they 
shall obtain mercy.” What you give, you get.  
 

8. The one who doesn’t forgive will not be forgiven. In Matthew 6:14 Jesus reminds us: “If we don’t 
forgive, we won’t be forgiven.” 
 

9. Not to forgive is to usurp the authority of God. Romans 12 verse 14, “Bless those who persecute 
you. Bless and do not curse.” Then verse 17, “Never pay back evil for evil to anyone.” Verse 18, “As 
far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.” Verse 19, “Never take your own revenge, 
beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God for it is written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ 
says the Lord.”  
 

10. The injuries and the offenses against you are the trials that perfect you. James 1:3, “The testing of 
your faith produces endurance. Let endurance have its perfect result.” God is at work making you 
strong and holy through the offenses that can make you angry.  
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