
The Power of Forgiveness 

Luke 6:35-36 

Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “What lies behind you and what lies in front of you, pales in 
comparison to what lies inside of you.” Inside each of us resides the ability to accept and 

to give forgiveness. God would not ask us to do something which He has not first given 
to us the capacity or capability to accomplish.  

To “forgive” means to stop being angry about or resenting somebody or somebody's 

behavior; it is to excuse or pardon somebody for a mistake, misunderstanding, 
wrongdoing, or inappropriate behavior; it is to cancel an obligation such as a debt. 

Our God is a God of forgiveness. Even though we don’t deserve it, God pays our debt 

and He pardons our sins.  

Isaiah 55:6-7, “Seek the LORD while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near. 
Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him 

return to the LORD, and He will have compassion on him, and to our God, for He will 
abundantly pardon.”  

Jesus has already paved the Way for you and I to be forgiven (John 14:6), financed it 

with His own blood (I Cor. 6:20) and He offers each of us safe passage into a land filled 
with spiritual blessings (Romans 6:1-7; Ephesians 1:3-14).  

God has commanded us to forgive. He offers to forgive us and He expects us to offer 
forgiveness to others. Paul told the church that they should be, “bearing with one 

another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the 

Lord forgave you, so also should you” (Colossians 3:13). 

We are never more like God than when we extend our forgiveness to others. No act is 

more Christ-like than the act of forgiving (Luke 6:35-36).  

“Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also 
has forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:32).   

Un-forgiveness becomes an infection that if left untreated will destroy both the offender 

and the offended. All of us are guilty of offending. All of us have said something or done 
something to offend another human being created in God’s image. Yet somehow we 

become self-righteous and indignant when we have been offended. Our pride keeps us 
from making things right.  

When you refuse to forgive you choose to be chained to the past. It’s like having a 

wound but never allowing it to heal.  

One of the most necessary parts of forgiveness is also the most difficult. It is the 
awkward reunion between the offender and the offended. It is the conversation that we 

know must take place but dread having. 

“Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that 
your brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the altar and 

go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering” 
(Matthew 5:23-24) 


