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Trusting God with the Details 

Genesis 50:15-21 

Of all the questions that trouble the hearts of God’s people, none is greater than the question: “Why?” 
No matter how many sermons we hear or how many Bible verses we memorize, the question returns 
again and again. “Why did this happen?” “Lord, why didn’t you answer our prayers?” “Can I trust God 
with the details of my life?” 

In many ways Joseph’s whole life is the Old Testament illustration of this profound New Testament truth: 
“For we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28 NKJV). 

Providence Defined  

In English the word “providence” has two parts. It’s pro and video put together, literally meaning “to see 
before.” God’s Providence teaches us several important truths: First, God cares about the tiniest details 
of life. Second, he uses everything and wastes nothing. Third, God’s ultimate purpose is to shape His 
children into the image of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29).  

Many verses in the Bible teach these truths: “in Him we live and move and have our being”, (Acts 17:28); 
“in Him all things hold together”, (Colossians 1:17); “He upholds the universe by the word of His power”, 
(Hebrews 1:3); “The heart of man plans his way but the Lord establishes his steps”, (Proverbs 16:9) and 
especially “Our God is in the heavens; He does all that He pleases”, (Psalm 115:3) 

Providence Illustrated 

These are the words of a man who believes in the providence of God: “But Joseph said to them, “Do not 
fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to 
bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today” (Genesis 50:19-20). 

How could Joseph talk like that after all that happened to him? The answer is simple: He saw God 
everywhere! Look how Joseph says it: “You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good.”  

Providence Applied 

Joseph saw the hand of God behind everything that had happened to him. All of this happened at “just 
the right moment” and in “just the right way”.  The right people were in the right place so that in the end 
everything would come out the way God had ordained in the beginning. God never violated anyone’s 
free will, yet everything happened as He had planned. That’s the providence of God in action. 

Can you trust God with the details of your life? That’s not quite the right question. We need to change 
one word. Not “Can you?” but “Will you?” 
 
“Will you trust God with the details of your life?” 
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