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“One Generation to Another” 

Psalm 145:4-13 

“One generation shall praise Your works to another, and shall declare Your mighty acts” (Psalm 
145:4) 

The Christian life is a relay race. Somebody hands the baton of faith to you. You run as fast as you 
can and then you hand it off to the next generation. We’ve been given the baton, the heritage of 
God’s faithfulness. Now let’s run as fast as we can and hand it off to the next generation.  

What We Owe The Past Generation: 

1. We owe to the past an appreciation of those who accomplished so much before us (Hebrews 
12:1). 

2. We owe to the past faithfulness to the heritage we have been given                     (Jude 3). 

What We Owe The Future Generation: 

Our debt is not just to the past; our debt is also to the future. I’m going to suggest to you that we 
owe to the future three specific things. 

1. We owe to the future to recount and to retell the mighty works of God.  

“We have heard with our ears, O God; Our fathers have told us what you did in their days, in days 
long ago. With your hand you drove out the nations and planted our fathers; you crushed the 
peoples and made our fathers flourish. It was not by their sword that they won the land, nor did 
their arm bring them victory. It was your right hand, your arm and the light of your face, for you 
loved them” (Psalm 44:1-3). 

There is great danger in forgetting the past: “Joshua, son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the 
age of 110. They buried him in the land of his inheritance … And after that whole generation had 
been gathered to their fathers, another generation grew up, who knew neither the Lord or what he 
had done for Israel. Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord and served the Baals” (Judges 
2:8-11) 

2. We owe to the future to keep the best of the past while changing to meet the needs of the future. 
The gospel message will never change but our methods will as we reach each new generation 
(Galatians 1:6-9). 

3. We owe to the future to be as bold in the future as our forefathers were in the past (Philippians 
3:13). Be Bold! The Lord’s church has a wonderful history of boldness. Boldness is in our DNA as 
God’s children. 

As we look into a brand new year - we owe it to the past - we owe it to the present - we owe it to the 
future to be bold, to be aggressive and to reach out for Jesus Christ! 


