
THE UNDISCOVERED TERRITORY - IN YOU 

“Crossing the Great Chasm” 

Luke 16:19-31 

Inside each Christian there is a territory of undiscovered courage that will be necessary 
to cross the great chasm of our own selfishness and apathy so that our friends, 

neighbors and family can hear the life changing, soul rescuing message of salvation. The 
story of Lazarus and the rich man in Luke 16 reminds us: 

1. Death is no respecter of person. Death comes to the rich and the poor. No one 

can escape this fact: “Death is the destiny of every man and the living should take it to 
heart” (Ecclesiastes 7:2).  

“Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom; and 

the rich man also died and was buried” (Luke 16:22). 

2. Our souls have a destination. There is a place of blessing (Abrahams side) and 

there is a place of torment (Hades). Of the rich man the Bible tells us that, “In Hades he 
lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his 

bosom.  And he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 

Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am 
in agony in this flame” (Luke 16:23-24). 

3. Now is the time to cross the chasm. After death there is a great chasm (a deep 
hole or wide gap) an uncrossable barrier between the saved and the lost: “And besides 

all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that those who wish to 

come over from here to you will not be able, and that none may cross over from there to 
us” (Luke 16:26). 

The rich man had the right desire at the wrong time: “And he said, ‘Then I beg you, 
father, that you send him to my father’s house— for I have five brothers—in order that 

he may warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment’ (Luke 

16:27-28). It was too late for the rich man as well as Lazarus to be used in warning 
others. With death their fate had been sealed and the chasm permanent.  

4. Don’t harden your heart to the message or the mission.  

To the saved I plead, don’t harden your heart to the mission. Now is the time to cross 
the chasm. We must cross with the gospel message in life and before death. There is no 

greater use of courage than the courage we display in reaching those lost in sin. 
 

The Lord has given the church its marching orders. We are challenged with a daily 
mission: "Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to all creation" (Mark 16:15). This 

mission is not a program or a campaign but a way of living. It is a way of looking at the 

world around us. We must see people, all people, as souls destined for eternity.  
 

To the unsaved I plead, don’t harden your heart to the message. Now is the time to 
cross the chasm. Now is the time to give your life to God. Now is the time to choose 

Jesus. He is the way – the truth and the life (John 14:6). 


