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The Motivation of Our Generosity 

2 Corinthians 8:1-9 
 

The Bible tells us to, "Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit" (Philippians 2:3). In 
Jesus we find our example, pattern and our blueprint for giving: (Matthew 20:26-28). 

The root cause of much of our world’s unhappiness is selfishness. Someone has said that, 
“The smallest package in the world is a person who is wrapped up in themselves.”  Real happiness 

is found in giving yourself away.  
 

Unhappiness comes from mirrors. Happiness comes from windows. 
 

In the early Church, the spirit of giving and generosity seemed to be a natural outcome 
of conversion.  As people came to Christ, there was an outpouring of material goods and 

money that was pooled to help those who were in need. That is the background of our 
text of 2 Corinthians 8:1-9.  

 

First, Paul reminds the church at Corinth (and us) that real, genuine giving flows from a 
decision to first give ourselves to God (v.5). Secondly, Paul explains the right motivation 

for giving (v.7-9). We give out of love. 
 

1. Everyone has something to give: You don't have to be rich or multi-talented to 
make a contribution. There is something in your life right now that God can use to meet 

the needs of someone else - right now. God never meant that we should live in isolation. 
The ministry of Jesus encompassed being involved in the lives of people. 

 
2. It is more blessed to give than receive: This is what Paul said as he quotes Jesus 

in Acts 20:3. The real blessing is in the giving. We are being blessed when we are 
involved in the process of giving. 

 
3. It is more beneficial to give than receive: In Luke 6:35 – Jesus teaches about the 

benefit of giving. It is in the act of giving that we set into motion a process of receiving 

and we choose the standard of return based upon the standard (or size) of our gift. 
 

4. God gave His most valuable possession in order for us to have Him. “But just as 
you abound in everything, in faith and utterance and knowledge and in all earnestness 

and in the love we inspired in you, see that you abound in this gracious work also. I am 
not speaking this as a command, but as proving through the earnestness of others the 

sincerity of your love also. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might 

become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:7-9). 


