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Preaching the Faith He Once Tried to Destroy 

Galatians 1:13-17 

Christianity is message of conversion. Everything we say and everything we believe is built upon 

one fundamental and revolutionary premise: You don’t have to stay the way you are. Your life 
can be radically changed by God. Once God enters the picture, your life will never be the same 
again. Until then, you may be religious and you may be a very good person and you may obey 

all the rules of the church, but you have not been converted. 

Of all the conversion stories in the Bible, none is greater or more profound than the conversion 
of the man called Saul of Tarsus. What happened to him made such an impact that the New 

Testament contains several accounts of his dramatic conversion.  

I. Paul’s Life Before Conversion (Galatians 1:13-14) 

II. Paul’s Conversion (Galatians 1:15-16a) 

III. Paul’s Life After Conversion (Galatians 1:16b-24) 

Three simple yet profound truths: 

1) The gospel comes from God, not from man. 

This is a hugely important point because we live in a pluralistic society that teaches us—over and 
over again—that all religions are basically the same, that we are all going to the same place, and 

that no religious system can be thought superior to any other system. Paul’s words in verses 11-
12 point us in the right direction. The gospel is based on the sober historical facts surrounding 

the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. These things were not done in a corner. Anyone 
can check them out at any time. The gospel is true because it comes directly from God. 

2) The worst sinners often make the best saints. 

Note the word “often.” Not every sinner comes to Christ. Regrettably, some do not come and 

because they do not come, they are not saved. But God does seem to delight in taking brutish 
sinners and deeply and profoundly converting them. Such men and women bear the scars of 
their past life and bring their baggage with them into God’s family. But when God’s work is done, 

those same saints of God are powerful proof to a skeptical world. 

3) No one is beyond the reach of God’s grace. 

Surely this is one reason Paul’s story shows up so many times in the New Testament. If God can 
save a man like Paul, He can save anyone. That ought to encourage those of us who are praying 

for friends and loved ones to come to Christ. Jesus is still in the life-changing business. No case 
is too hopeless for the Great Physician. 2 Corinthians 5:17 is still true: “If anyone is in Christ, he 

is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”   

You cannot understand Christianity without coming to grips with the truth of conversion. So I 
ask you today: Have you ever been converted? 


