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The King Who Went Crazy 

Daniel 4:28-33 

Though this story tells of strange events that happened 25 centuries ago, the moral is 

both timeless and as relevant as today’s headlines. Even though the world has changed 
greatly since Daniel’s day, the human heart hasn’t changed at all. The world is still filled 

with men and women who think they don’t need God, and God still knows how to 

humble the proud.  

I. A Dream Described (Daniel 4:10-17) 

The dream had two distinct parts. First, the king saw a vast tree, with leaves and 
branches stretching as far as the eye could see. Birds nested in the branches and 

animals found shade under its leaves. Second, the tree was cut down and stripped and 

the stump bound with iron and bronze. Then somehow the stump became a person who 
lived among the animals for seven years. Evidently this person lost his mind completely.  

II. A Dream Explained (Daniel 4:18-27) 

The key word is “until.” This divine judgment is disciplinary, not merely punitive. For 

seven years (e.g. “seven times” in Hebrew) the king will live as a wild beast, having lost 

his mind. He will live with the beasts “until” he acknowledges that God alone is 
sovereign. 

III. A Dream Fulfilled (Daniel 4:28-34) 

Seven years later the king’s life took another dramatic turn: “At the end of that time, I, 

Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I 

praised the Most High; I honored and glorified Him who lives forever” (Daniel 4:34). Just 
as suddenly as he lost his mind, he regained it in an instant.  

As I survey Daniel 4, I find great hope and abundant grace. There is hope for all of God’s 

children because God will not allow us to live in our sin forever. God loves us too much 
to let us go on in our sinful rebellion forever. Sooner or later, He intervenes, sometimes 

in ways both public and painful, to bring us back home again.  

And there is hope for those who are far from God today. Nebuchadnezzar was a pure 

pagan. He neither knew God nor worshiped Him. Yet when God got through with him, he 
sounded like a Christian theologian. That’s what God can do, and only God can do it. 

This truth should give us great incentive to pray for the lost and to proclaim the gospel 
with confidence. Even the most hardened sinners may yet come to faith in Christ.  

How far will God go to get His message across to us? Just ask Nebuchadnezzar. He will 

do whatever it takes, He will stop at nothing, and no one can successfully oppose Him. 
Be encouraged. Be warned. Don’t be like Nebuchadnezzar or you too may be put out to 

pasture.  


