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Jacob –vs- Laban 

Genesis 29:21-27  

Genesis 29-31 tells the story of three crucial moments in the struggle 

between Jacob and Laban. I think of these three chapters as a three-round 
heavyweight boxing match between Laban the champion and Jacob the up-

and-coming contender. By examining each round blow-by-blow, we can get 

a handle on how God sends Labans into our life and how we should respond. 

Round # 1: The Marriage Trap – (Genesis 29) 

Round # 2: The Case of the Speckled Sheep – (Genesis 30) 

Round # 3: Jacob Goes Home – (Genesis 31) 

What can we say about Laban?  He is outwardly friendly and inwardly 

greedy. He cheats and then piously justifies himself. He changes the rules of 
the game in order to suit himself. He uses other people to better himself. He 

is not a nice man. God used him in Jacob’s life to produce godly character 
through unjust suffering. 

What can we say about Jacob? After his time in Haran, Jacob is a changed 
man. He now returns to the Promised Land exactly as God had promised.   

—He left alone and returns with a large family.                                                          
—He left penniless and returns rich.                                                                            

—He left younger and returns older and wiser.                                                                                     
—Most importantly, his greatest days are yet in front of him. 

Lessons from the Labans of Life 

1. God often sends difficult people to us who have the peculiar gift of 
bringing out the worst in us. 2. These difficult people force us to come to 

grips with our hidden weaknesses. 3. These difficult people also force us to 
examine our motives carefully. 4. In the end we will thank God because we 

discovered truth about ourselves we couldn’t learn any other way. 

The lessons Jacob learned: 

1. You reap what you sow.                                                                               

2. The awful cost of deceiving others.                                                                                  
3. God’s ability to bless in spite of difficult circumstances.                          

4. God’s determination to keep His promises. 


