
1 
 

What Is Your Isaac? 

Hebrews 11:17-19 

1. Abraham’s Test 

“By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises 
was about to sacrifice his one and only son” (v. 17). 

Genesis 22:1-2 tells us what was at stake: “Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, 
‘‘Abraham!” Here I am,” he replied. Then God said, ‘‘Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell 
you about.”  

The man of faith only has two options. Either you obey or you don’t.   

2. Abraham’s Trust 

“Even though God had said to him, ’It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned’” (v. 18). 

God had already promised to make Abraham the head of a great nation, and through that nation to 
bring great blessing to the world (Genesis 12:1-3). And God had said that he would bring forth that 
nation from Isaac’s descendants. But that couldn’t happen if Isaac was dead. Here we are faced with 
what seems to be an enormous contradiction. God commanded him to offer his son Isaac. God promised 
to bring forth offspring through Isaac. 

3. Abraham’s Triumph  

“Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back 
from death” (v. 19). 
 
In this verse we learn something that is only hinted at in Genesis 22. Twice in that chapter Abraham 
intimates that he expects that somehow, some way, God was going to work things out so that Isaac 
would live. When he saw Moriah in the distance, he gave this instruction to his servants: 
“Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come 
back to you” (Genesis 22: 5). 

Abraham believed that God could raise the dead. Isaac didn’t literally die because at the very last 
second, Abraham saw a ram caught in a thicket, a ram placed there by God, and he offered the ram in 
the place of his son. Thus figuratively he did receive Isaac back from the dead. 

What are we supposed to take away from the story of Abraham and Isaac? God commends Abraham by 
saying, “You have not withheld from me your son, your only son” (v. 12; see also verse 16). “You did not 
withhold from me.” God says, “I asked for your most precious possession and you gave it to me.” What is 
your Isaac? Are you willing to lay it down for Jesus’ sake? 
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