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Why Christ May Come at Any Moment 

Matthew 24:36-51 

In Matthew 24:36 Jesus warns us that “no one knows” the day or hour of His coming. 

And He says it clearly in verse 42, “Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what 
day your Lord is coming” (ESV). We do not know and cannot know the exact time of the 

Lord’s return. All speculations in that area are useless and often spiritually dangerous. 

We can summarize things in three simple statements: 

A. Jesus is coming again. 
B. We can’t be certain when He will return. 

C. We should always be ready because He may come at any moment. 

In our text Jesus gives us four truths about the timing of His return. Each one teaches 

us something important about how we are to live as we wait for Christ to return. 

1. We Cannot Know the Precise Moment When Christ Will Return (v.36). 

This verse plainly says that no one will know the precise moment of Christ’s return. We 
can trust Jesus Christ to keep His word. He is coming back. 

2. The World Will be Completely Unprepared for His Coming (v.37-41). 

Here Jesus makes a very simple comparison. As it was in the days of Noah, so it shall be 
when Jesus returns. What was it like in Noah’s day? It was “business as usual.” The 

Bible says that in the last days “perilous times” will come ( 2 Timothy 3:2-4).  

3. We Must be Ready Because Christ May Return at Any Moment (v.42-44). 

Notice the phrase in verse 42: “Keep watch” and the command in verse 44: “Be ready.” 

This summarizes how Christians should view the Second Coming  

4. While We Wait, We are to be Faithful in our Assigned Tasks (v.45-51). 

In verse 45 Jesus uses the word “faithful” to describe the proper attitude of His followers 

while we wait for His return.  

What will happen to you when Jesus Christ returns? If you don’t know Him, you aren’t 

ready to meet Him. Lay aside your trust in anything you have done and trust in Jesus 
Christ alone. Jesus is coming again. Are you ready? 

http://biblia.com/bible/niv/II%20Timothy%203.2-4

