
Sunday, September 1, 2013/Greg Lisby 

“No Small Thing: A Lesson Learned” 
(Matthew 25:34-40) 

 
I remember Stanley, a soldier stationed at Fort Benning, on his way to Vietnam. I 
remember the other young men during that war. And I remember my dad. 
 
1. Be hospitable and kind to one another – I Peter 4:8-9; Ephesians 4:32. 
  Abraham – Genesis 18:1-8, 16 
  The Good Samaritan – Luke 10:33-35 
 
2. It’s still risky to do good – Galatians 6:10. It’s also still risky to use our talents in 
God’s service – Matthew 25:14-27. And, just a question, do you or I even know 
what talents we have received if we haven’t tried to use them? 
 
3. Ira F. Stamphill wrote “Follow Me” (1953), in which the following line appears: 
  “If just a cup of water I place within your hand, 
  Then just a cup of water is all that I demand.” 
 
Demand? Require? Expect? Can Matthew 25:34-45 be given a legal, mimimalistic 
definition? When does “legalism” get in the way or our attempts to do good? 
 
4. What does it mean to be kind? What does it mean to be hospitable? Do we 
really have to invite others into our homes? Why? 
 
 If you really want to know someone, you have to see him and understand 

him where he lives – Luke 19:2-6. 
 
Why? Because of my dad, I know why, from Kitty Wells’ “Dust on the Bible” (1959): 
  “I went into a home one day to see some friends of mine. 
  Of all the books and magazines not a Bible could I find. 
  I asked them for the Bible, when they brought it what a shame. 
  For the dust was covered o'er it, not a fingerprint was plain. 
  Dust on the Bible, dust on the Holy Word, 
  The words of all the prophets and the sayings of our Lord. 
  Of all the other books you'll find, there's none salvation holds. 
  Get that dust off the Bible and redeem your poor soul.” 
 
But there’s another reason, too – Hebrews 13:2. The question is: Do we believe it? 


