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Start Something You Cannot Finish 

 
Acts 18:24-28 

 
Introduction: (No Surrender: My Thirty-Year War - The story of Lt. Hiroo Onoda). 

 
1. The Right Baptism  

“This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he was 

speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus, being acquainted only 
with the baptism of John” (Acts 18:25). 

Why baptism? Because the example on Christ compels it (Matthew 3:13-17). The Great 

Commission commands it (Matthew 28:19-20).  

2. The Teachable Spirit   

Apollos had a teachable spirit: “and he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue. But 

when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way 
of God more accurately” (Acts 18:25-26).  

If you're not teachable, you'll never get any further than where you are right now. “Give 

instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: TEACH a just man, and he will 
INCREASE in learning” (Proverbs 9:9). 

3. The Ongoing Mission 

 
“And when he wanted to go across to Achaia, the brethren encouraged him and wrote to 

the disciples to welcome him; and when he had arrived, he greatly helped those who 
had believed through grace, for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, demonstrating 

by the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ” (Acts 18:27-28). 
 

This passage is the first we ever hear of the great Bible teacher Apollos. But it is not the 
last. Apollos is mentioned in the book of Titus and seven times in the book of 1 

Corinthians (once in the first chapter, once in the last chapter, and five times in 
between!). Apollos was no flash in the pan. There are 10 years between the book of Acts 

and Titus. 

 
Paul wrote to the church at Corinth and said, “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but 

God made it grow.”  

It’s a wonderful, liberating perspective to know that it doesn’t all depend on me. I have 
a part to play, and my part is vital, but I build on the work of others before me, and 

someone must come behind me to carry on the work of God. We are all like runners in a 
relay race. We take the baton of truth, run as fast we can, and when the time comes, we 

pass it off to the next generation. I love this because it means two vital things: God’s 
work doesn’t depend on me alone, and God’s work will continue long after I’m gone. 

 


