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Do We Have the View of Souls God Has? 

Ezekiel 18:1-5 

Both Jeremiah (Jeremiah 31:29) and Ezekiel had to deal with the proverb, “The fathers eat 

the sour grapes, but the children’s teeth are set on edge’ (Ezekiel 18:2). The proverb 
means, “Should one generation pay for the sins of earlier generations?” Ezekiel attacks this 

proverb intending to kill it once and for all. Ezekiel teaches the exiles (and us) several 
important lessons about how God views souls: 

1. Every individual will be held personally responsible for his or her own decisions in life – 
whether good or bad. Although the consequences for sin may affect future generations (Lam 
5:7), each person will be judged for his or her own deeds (Jer. 31:30; 2 Cor. 5:10). 

2. Man’s sin is not something he has inherited apart from his own actions.  

3. God’s ultimate desire is the salvation of every soul. God calls each person, individually to 
“repent and live.” Every person belongs to God (Ezekiel 18:4) and every person will be 

individually accountable to Him (Ezekiel 18:5-9). 

* The same truth applies today. It is the choice each person must make (Acts 2:27; Romans 
6:3-11; Galatians 3:26-28).  

Looking through His eyes: 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 

Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16) “But God demonstrates His own love 
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 

“Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and 
dispirited like sheep without a shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few.  Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out 

workers into His harvest” (Matthew 9:36-38). 

“And Jesus said to him (Zaccheus), “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, 

too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was 
lost” (Luke 19:9-10). 

“So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 

him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  And the son 
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy 

to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe and 
put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; and bring the fattened 
calf, kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and has come to life 

again; he was lost and has been found.’ And they began to celebrate” (Luke 15:20-24). 

“This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved 

and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:3-4). 


