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A Father’s Faith 

 
John 4:46-54 

 
Tucked away at the end of the 4th chapter in the Gospel of John is this amazing story. 

It’s a story about a very important man who had a very important conversation with 
Jesus. As a result, he received a most incredible miracle. What happened to his son was 

not due to luck or coincidence. His son was dying and Jesus healed him. And the wonder 
of the story is, Jesus never met the child and the child never met Jesus. It was a long-

distance miracle recorded by the Apostle John for our benefit. 
 

The humility of the father: In this case desperation turned a powerful man into a 
beggar. The Bible tells us that the Nobleman “went to Jesus and was imploring Him.” In 

the original text the word for implore actually means to beg repeatedly. It is amazing 
what God can do in and through us when we will swallow our pride and humble our 

hearts. 

 
The father’s refusal to be discouraged: “So Jesus said to him, “Unless you people 

see signs and wonders, you simply will not believe.  The royal official said to Him, “Sir, 
come down before my child dies”” (John 4:48-49). 

The power of the father’s intercessory prayer: There is great power in intercessory 

prayer.  Intersession is the action of pleading on somebody's behalf. The father’s request 
was very simple and very direct. When Jesus told him to go home because his son was 

healed, the nobleman obeyed: “Jesus said to him, “Go; your son lives.” The man 
believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started off” (John 4:50). 

The influence of the father: “So the father knew that it was at that hour in which 

Jesus said to him, “Your son lives”; and he himself believed and his whole household” 
(John 4:53).  His whole household believed. This father believed so fully that he swept 

his whole family and all his servants with him into the kingdom of God. This is God’s 
grace spreading from one person to another. This father didn’t get his miracle and go 

home. He was transformed and his decisions and transformation lead his family to their 
transformation. 

 

The sovereign hand of God: Though the father could not see it in advance, his son 

was brought to the point of death that the entire family might be brought to eternal life.  

 

God will be vindicated in all things and His Word will be proved true. Our part is to trust 
Him and to obey the light we have. Once we bring our problems to Him, we must then 

go our way and trust Him to do what He knows is best. This is true faith. 

 

 


