
“You Have Not Passed This Way Before” 

 
Joshua 3:1-4 

 

Israel’s crossing the Jordan is nothing more than God keeping His promise. After 

the death of Moses, God’s first order of business was to get Joshua across the 

Jordan, ““Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you 

and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel” 

(Joshua 1:2).   

Joshua’s response is obedience and he first, commands the officers to prepare the 

people for the crossing of the Jordan (Joshua 1:10-11). Secondly, Joshua secretly 

sends two spies into the land on a reconnaissance mission with a special 

emphasis on the city of Jericho (Joshua 2:1).  

As Joshua begins to prepare the people for the crossing of the Jordan his officers 

tell them, “You have not passed this way before.” 

*To go where you have never gone will require you to become what you have 

never been.  

 
How do you arrive at a place you have never been? How do you reach a 

destination you have only dreamed about? 

 
1. Rededicate your life. “Then Joshua said to the people, ‘Consecrate yourselves, 

for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you’” (Joshua 3:5). To consecrate 

means, “To set apart as holy or to dedicate somebody or something to a 
particular purpose.” Many translations of this verse use the word “purify” in place 

of “consecrate”.  

 
2. Renew your strength and courage. Every day rise to the occasion and accept 

the new challenge. “Man cannot discover new oceans unless he has the courage 
to lose sight of the shore.” -Andre Gide   

 

3. Take Action. Cross your Jordan. The Jordan was the first of many obstacles. 
God demonstrated His power as they crossed Jordan and not before. There is no 

conquest of a Jericho without first the crossing of a Jordan. James said, “But 

someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith 
without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works” (James 2:18). 

 

 


