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“So That I May Gain Christ” 

Philippians 3:7-11 

“More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them 
but rubbish so that I may gain Christ” (Philippians 3:8). Once Paul met Jesus on the 

road to Damascus, his life was radically transformed. His values were literally turned 

upside down. Everything he thought was so important became like “rubbish” or “dung” 
to him when he compared it with the joy of knowing Jesus Christ.  

I. A Stern Warning (Philippians 3:1-3) 

Don’t trust in your religion! It can’t save you. Religion is good and so is church 

membership and many of the other outward trappings of Christianity. But if your heart 

has never been circumcised by faith in Christ, you are not saved and you are not going 
to heaven. That’s the warning Paul wants you to understand.  

II. A Misplaced Confidence (Philippians 3:4-6) 

He goes on to give a personal illustration from his own life. Here is Paul’s personal 

spiritual pedigree. If being religious could get you heaven, then Paul should have had a 

guaranteed front-row seat right next to Moses and Elijah. His spiritual resume was as 
good as it gets.  

III. A New Accounting (Philippians 3:7-8) 

As Paul did a new accounting of his life, the conclusion he came to was that his 

“advantages” didn’t matter in God’s eyes and that in some ways they actually kept him 

from discovering God’s grace until he learned to count them as dung compared with the 
joy of knowing Jesus Christ.  

IV. A New Life Goal (Philippians 3:9-11) 

Put all that we have in Christ on one side of the ledger and then put your spiritual 

resume on the other side. What we have in Christ is so great that nothing in this world 

can compare to it. 

Do you know Jesus? Or are you still trusting in your religion to get you to heaven? I urge 
you to do a new accounting of your life and figure out what matters—and what doesn’t. 

If you don’t know Jesus, you’re in danger of losing your eternal soul. In this world and 
the next, nothing matters but knowing Christ and being found in Him. Are you willing to 

trade your own spiritual resume for the righteousness of Jesus Christ?  

 


