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The Watchman  

Ezekiel 33:1-6 

A watchman served as a lookout or sentry in the safe guarding of people. He was a 

protector of lives. A watchman’s duty was a sacred and weighty responsibility.  

Ezekiel had been appointed, by God, as a watchman …“Son of man, I have appointed 

you a watchman to the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from My mouth, 

warn them from Me” (Ezekiel 3:17). 

Being a watchman is not an Old Testament concept to be forgotten but a New 

Testament command to be practiced. Paul spoke these words to the Elders from 

Ephesus, “And now, behold, I know that all of you, among whom I went about preaching 

the kingdom, will no longer see my face. Therefore, I testify to you this day that I am 

innocent of the blood of all men.  For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole 

purpose of God” (Acts 20:25-27). 

1. Our world needs watchmen.  

We lived in a sleeping, slumbering world. Our world is asleep spiritually. They are 

blinded by Satan and unaware of their dangerous circumstance. Every home, every 

village, every city on the face of this earth needs a watchman.  

2. Every Christian is a watchman. 

Gone are the days of the prophet who cried out for the nation of Israel to return to God. 

As Christians we are not only light, salt, leaven and ambassadors for Christ but we are 

His watchmen standing between lost souls and the broad passage the leads to hell. God 

expects us to be vigilant.  

3. There is a burden on every hearer. 

After the watchman has sounded the warning there now rests on every soul who has 

heard this warning an accountability to respond or take action accordingly. Jesus said, 

“Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish 

man who built his house on the sand” (Matthew 7:26). 

4. The watchman’s message is a message of God’s grace. 

The watchman carries with him a message of grace. When the watchman sounded the 

warning and people repented, God responded by forgiving.  


