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THE UNDISCOVERED TERRITORY - IN YOU 

“The Uncharted Waters of Obedience” 

Acts 26:12-20 

According to Acts 26 and verse 12 Paul was on a journey. Paul said, “As I was 
journeying to Damascus.” This would be a journey that would forever change Paul’s life! 

Luke records the original journey in Acts 9:3-19; Paul then retells the story in Acts 22:6-
16 and now here in Acts 26 while speaking to royal audience (Acts 25:23) Paul tells the 

story again. 

Paul’s journey would take him from disobedience to obedience. 

For many this idea of obedience is uncharted water or undiscovered territory. We are 

afraid to venture out into the uncomfortable territory of trust and obedience.  

There resides within all of us this tendency to rebellion (Romans 3:23). We are all like 
sheep that tend to wander off and go astray (Isaiah 53:6).  

Even though the key to our spiritual happiness finds its roots in obedience many find it 

difficult to submit to God’s ultimate authority. There is something in all of us that tends 
to resist authority. Even when it comes to spiritual things we have a mind of our own.  

First, our journey must be a journey of obedience to the will of God. 

Jesus said, “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may 

be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock” (Matthew 7:24). 

The real spiritual power…the key that unlocks the door of God’s richest blessings is 

obedience. What does trusting God look like? Obedience is the action of trusting. James 

said that we are to prove ourselves doers of the word and not merely hearers. He also 
said faith without works is dead (James 1:22; 2:17). What does love look like? Jesus 

said, “If you love Me you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15) Obedience is love 
in action. 

Secondly, there are consequences of disobedience and rewards of obedience.  

Disobedience brings destruction, sadness, inner turmoil and death. But obedience brings 
joy, inner peace and life. The Bible is filled with stories of disobedience and its 

consequences. These serve as a warning for each of us not to follow the same pattern or 
choices. (Romans 15:4). 

According Ephesians 1 God gives us redemption - forgiveness - His Spirit and an eternal 

inheritance as well as many other spiritual blessing that come with being in Christ 
(Ephesians 1:3-17). God is our life and our peace (Colossians 3:4 and Ephesians 2:14). 

No one can live a happy disobedient life. Trust and obey there is no other way, to be 

happy in Jesus but to trust and obey. 


