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THE UNDISCOVERED TERRITORY - IN YOU 

“Help for a Perilous Journey” 

Ezra 8:21-23 

Ezra tells the story of Israel’s journey home. The Israelites having been punished for their 
idolatry by being exiled to Babylon are now on the verge of going home to Jerusalem. They had 
been living as strangers in a foreign land. But God made a promise to bring His people back to 

Jerusalem and He always keeps His promises.  

Ezra is a story about returning, rebuilding and restoring. Israel will not only return to rebuild the 
temple and the wall surrounding Jerusalem but more importantly they will rebuild and restore 
their relationship with God.  

Like Ezra our journey home is not an easy one. It is filled with danger and temptation. Also, like 

Ezra we will need some help along this perilous journey.   

First, begin every journey with prayer.  

Prayer is the first not last thing we should do when faced with the unknown stretched out in 
front of us. We should always pray before a decision, choice or venture. Ezra proclaimed a fast 

and prayed; “So we fasted and sought our God concerning this matter, and He listened to our 
entreaty” (Ezra 8:23). 

Second, Ezra’s prayer reveals his priorities.  

You can tell a lot about a person’s heart and mind when you eavesdrop on their private prayer 
life. “Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river of Ahava, that we might humble ourselves 
before our God to seek from Him a safe journey for us, our little ones, and all our possessions” 

(Ezra 8:21)  

The content of Ezra’s prayer reveals his main concern and serves as evidence as to what really 
was important to him. Ezra prayed for divine guidance and protection. Ezra prayed that God 
would protect the great treasure he would be responsible for transporting to Jerusalem. The 

gold, silver and precious metals was valued at millions of dollars but wasn’t the only treasure he 
prayed about.  

Third, Ezra’s prayer was bold prayer. 

“For I was ashamed to request from the king troops and horsemen to protect us from the enemy 
on the way, because we had said to the king, “The hand of our God is favorably disposed to all 

those who seek Him, but His power and His anger are against all those who forsake Him” (Ezra 
8:22) 

Ezra did what many of us are afraid to do. He put himself into a situation where he had no other 
recourse but to trust God to come through for him. 

God answers Ezra’s prayer: “Then we journeyed from the river Ahava on the twelfth of the first 
month to go to Jerusalem; and the hand of our God was over us, and He delivered us from the 

hand of the enemy and the ambushes by the way.  Thus we came to Jerusalem and remained 
there three days” (Ezra 8:31-32). 


