
THE UNDISCOVERED TERRITORY - IN YOU 

“The Uncharted Frontier of Faith” 

Luke 5:17-26 

The Bible encourages Christians to live or walk by faith and not by sight (2 Corinthians 
5:7). Yet faith remains an unchartered frontier for most of us. 

Faith demonstrates reliance, belief or trust. Our faith is only as strong as its object. Ours 

is not a blind faith. God is the object of our faith. The writer of Hebrews tells us faith is, 
“the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1 

NASB).  

We are to contend for the faith (Jude v.3). We are to defend the faith         (1 Peter 

3:15). We are to keep the faith. As the apostle Paul reflected on his departure he said, 

“I have finished my course, I have kept the faith”          (2 Timothy 4:7).  

But faith is more than something we possess. Faith is something we do. Faith takes 

risks. Faith takes action. Faith steps out of a boat during a storm, (Matthew 14:29). 
Faith constructs an ark (Hebrews 11:7).  

This is the kind of faith we see in this wonderful story of the healing of the paralytic. A 

paralytic is someone with a paralysis. “And some men were carrying on a bed a man 
who was paralyzed” (Luke 5:18).  

Not to be deterred by the large crowd these men found a way to lower their friend into 

the presence of Jesus from the roof top of the home where Jesus is teaching. Look again 
at our text: “Seeing their faith, He said, Friend, your sins are forgiven you” (Luke 5:20 

NASB). Faith can be seen. Jesus knows faith when He sees it. (James 2:14-18)  

Faith is seen in action. Faith does something. In our text Jesus “saw their faith”. What 

can we learn about the rare few who dare to step out in faith … live by faith… work and 
operate by faith? 

1. By faith we must take the impossible to God. Only God can do certain things. These 

four men could not heal their paralyzed friend and they certainly could not forgive his 
sins. It’s with a sense of humility we lay our greatest burdens down at His feet.  

2. By faith each of us can make a difference. Do we have faith enough to bring someone 

into the presence of Jesus?  

3. By faith we can overcome obstacles and find solutions. I think we all tend to give up 
too easily. Let’s not get the idea that our contribution must be extravagant or grandiose. 

This wasn’t David killing the giant Goliath or Gideon defeating a vast army with 300 
men. Jesus recognized their faith in the removing of some roof tile and lowering their 

friend into His presence.  

By faith what obstacles do you need to overcome? 

 


