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“Live Like a Champion Today” 

Part 2 
1 Thessalonians 2:13-16 

It’s one thing to say you believe the Bible, it’s another thing to live that out on a daily basis. 
Using 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16 as our guide, we can discover three answers to the question: 
“What does it mean to believe the Bible?”  

I. Believing the Bible Means Accepting Its Authority in Every Area of Life.  

“And we thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you have 

heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, 
which is at work in you who believe" (v. 13). 

Do we truly believe the Bible? If so, what difference does it make in our life? Are we willing to be 

men and women “under authority” who do what we are told even when it isn’t popular? God help 
us to answer yes and show the world by how we live that we truly believe what the Bible says.  

II. Believing the Bible means accepting the opposition it brings.  

“For you, brothers, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea. 
For you suffered the same things from your own countrymen as they did from the Jews” (v. 14).  

If you decide to believe the Bible is the Word of God, many people who are close to you will not 
share your faith at all. No matter what others think about us, our deepest commitment must be 
to the Word of God. We preach it and teach it and proclaim it because it is the only hope for a 

dying world.  

III. Believing the Bible means accepting its judgment on society.  

“Who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out, and displease God and 
oppose all mankind by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved-so 

as always to fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them at last!” (v.15-16) 

These are sobering words. There is a limit, a line, and a point of no return for each person. No 
one knows when or where that point is. This is the final answer to the question: What does it 

mean to believe the Bible? If you believe the Bible, you must accept its judgment on society. 

Two Concluding Thoughts 

1. There are certain unchangeable facts which are true and which must be believed if we are to 
be truly Christian. 2. We Are Men and Women Under Authority. 

We don’t have the right to change what God has said. We are heralds who announce to the 

world what God has said. If God has spoken, we don’t debate His commands. We declare them.  

 


