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No “Untouchable” People 

Luke 8:42b-48 

In all three accounts (Matthew 9, Mark 5, Luke 8), this miracle takes place 

within the context of the raising of Jairus’ daughter.  

Jesus Is Touched By a Sick Woman: The Bible is not very specific about 

her problem, and the translators handle it in different ways. The King James 
Version says she had “an issue of blood” for twelve years. The modern 

translations speak of a hemorrhage of blood. Mark 5:26 notes that this 
woman “had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had 

spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse.” But that 
wasn’t the worst of it. Leviticus 15:25-27 contains certain regulations for 

women with an uncontrollable flow of blood that included social isolation.  

Touching the Tassel - The text is very clear on what happened when she 

touched the tassel. Two different words are used. She was immediately (v. 
44) and instantly (v. 47) healed. The text even specifies that at the moment 

she touched the tassel, the bleeding stopped. 

Our Lord Jesus was not ashamed to be touched by the untouchable, and He 
was not embarrassed to be publicly identified with the outcasts of this world.  

Two Enduring Pictures 

The Sensitivity of Jesus - We do not have a stoic Christ. Nor do we have a 
preoccupied Christ who is too busy to notice our problems, or an 

unemotional Christ who runs the universe like some high-powered 
businessman. 

The Power of Feeble Faith – This woman didn’t have a huge amount of faith, 
and what she had was partially misdirected. But she had a mustard seed 

faith, and through it God moved the mountain of her illness. 

Reach Out and Touch Him 

There is power in a feeble faith when it is directed toward the right object. 

You don’t have to have strong faith. You can have weak faith so long as it is 
resting upon a strong object. And who could be stronger than Jesus Christ 

Himself? How simple it is to come to Christ! Just a touch, that’s all it takes. 
If you have the strength to stretch out your hand to Him, His mighty power 

will flow into your life. 


