
All Things Work Together For Good  

Romans 8:26-31 

Do all things really work together for good? Can we still believe in Romans 8:28? This 

verse is sometimes misused by well-meaning Christians who throw it in the face of those 
who are suffering as if it could answer every question of life.  

These are four perspectives we need to keep in mind as we read this verse:  

1. We Must Start With God. 

We will never properly understand this verse as long as we put God at the end and not 

at the beginning. In reality, God is there at the beginning, He is there at the end, and He 
is there at every point in between. God places a sign over the unexplainable mysteries 

of life, a sign that reads, “Quiet. God at work.” How? We’re not always sure. To what 
end? Good, and not evil.  

2. We Need a Long-Term Perspective. 

Our danger is that we will judge the end by the beginning. Or, to be more exact, we 
judge what we cannot see by what we can see. When tragedy strikes, if we can’t see a 

purpose, we assume there isn’t one. But the very opposite is true. We ought to judge 
the beginning by the end. That’s what Paul means when he says that God causes all 

things to “work together." Many of the things that make no sense when seen in isolation 
are in fact working together to produce something good in my life.  

3. We Must Define the word “Good.” 

This is the crux of the matter. Paul says that “all things work together for good.” But 
what is the “good” he is talking about? Paul defines it for us in the very next verse: “For 

those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son” 
(8:29). Let me put it plainly. God is at work in your life making you like Jesus Christ.  

4. We Must Understand the Limitation of This Verse. 

Notice the last phrase of Romans 8:28. It is a promise to “those who love God, who 
have been called according to his purpose.” That is an all-important limitation. This 

verse is true of Christians and only of Christians. It is not a blanket promise to the whole 
human race. Why? Because God’s purpose is to make His children like His Son. 

The day is coming when suffering will cease and God will judge evil. The Bible says that 

the story of this world isn't over yet. It says the day will come when sickness and pain 

will be eradicated and people will be held accountable for the evil they've committed. 
Justice will be served in a perfect way. 
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