
 I Will Live Courageously 

Joshua 1:1-9 

The terrible tragedy of life is not that it ends, but for far too many timid souls, it never 
really starts.  

Courage is a cure for the self-absorbed life. (Hebrews 3:12-13)  

God’s antidote to fear and futility is confident courage. 

Courage is the ability to take action in spite of fear. If you were completely fearless, you'd be 
dead. People who are courageous are scared to the core—they just make themselves go forward 
anyway; they make themselves take some kind of action. Taking action, even though you're afraid, is 
how you become courageous—because courage, like fear, is a habit.  

What to Do When It's You 

An enduring example of courage in the Scriptures is the story of Joshua. At least three times 

in Joshua chapter 1 God tells Joshua to be, “strong and courageous” (Joshua 1:6-7; 9). God 
promised Joshua, "I will give you every place where you set your foot. . . . No one will be 

able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with 

you; I will never leave you nor forsake you" (Joshua 1:3-5). 

1. Joshua was told to line up and take the lead. (Joshua 1:1-2) 

By “lining up” I mean to actually get up and get into the game. You were created to suit 
up, show up, and do the next right thing.  Why has God gone to all the trouble it’s taken 

to create you, to give you birth and sustain your life if He didn’t have something very 
important and strategic for you to do?   

2. Joshua was told to look up and trust God. (Joshua 1:5-6) 

If we want the courage to drive ahead we must look up. God is with us.  The 
Scriptures tell us He will never leave us or forsake us.  As He promised to be with 
Moses, so He promised to be with Joshua, so He promises to be with each one of us. 

3. Joshua was told to listen up and obey the commandments of God. (Joshua 1:7-9) 

Courage means that we listen to God’s direction. We need to listen to what God says is 
right and wrong.  If we obey Him, if we listen to His word, and we line up our lives 

behind His truth, and look up to Him for divine help and strength, the Scriptures 
promise that our lives will be a success. 

As God’s Ambassadors we turn on the light in a dark place. We build bridges and tear 
down barriers. God, in this chaotic world, uses us and makes us fearless because we're 

supposed to be steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. He is 
constantly at work in this world, and while at times we may feel helpless, we are never, 

never, never, in Christ, hopeless. We have God's promises, His power, His providence, 
and His presence. 


