
1 
 

Leaving a Legacy                                                                

Psalms 71:17-18  
 

 “After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another 

generation grew up, who knew neither the Lord nor what He had done for 
Israel” Judges 2:10. 

The character of our children tomorrow depends on what we put in their 
hearts today. If we expect the younger generation to grow spiritually, those 

of us who are older must pass on what we possess.  

The Bible calls us to honor the aged. Leviticus 19:32: “Rise in the presence 
of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your God. I am the 

LORD.”  

As you and I face the prospects of growing old in America, we need to ask 
ourselves, “What should I be doing now, however old I am, to prepare for 

old age?” The fact is - you will be then what you are becoming now.  

1. Know God in your youth by learning from Him (v. 17a).  

 “Since my youth, O God, you have taught me.”  

2. Demonstrate God in your years by leaving a legacy (v.17b-18).  

You must first know God before you can show Him to others: 

 “…And to this day I declare your marvelous deeds. Even when I am old and 

gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare your power to the next 
generation, your might to all who are to come.”  

Biblically understood, a longer life is an opportunity for extended ministry. 

Acts 13:36 says this about David: “For when David had served God’s 
purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his fathers 

and his body decayed.” Are you serving God’s purpose in your generation? 
In Psalm 71:18 the Psalmist wants to stay alive long enough to leave a 

legacy: “…till I declare your power.” How would you complete this prayer? 
God, allow me to stay alive until I ____________ . What more does God still 

want to do with your life?  

If you’re younger, seek out the wisdom of the older. If you’re older, seek out 
the younger. Then, as long as we have life and breath, we can show and tell 

and sing of the greatness of our God to the next generation. What a way to 
go! 


