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“Will Another Year Make a Difference?”                                                             

Luke 13:6-9 

The story of the barren tree speaks to us about taking advantage of the time 

God gives us, and striving to live fruitful and productive Christian lives. If 
God is gracious enough to give you another year of life in 2012, will it make 

any difference in how you live for Him? That is the challenge we take away 

from this parable. 

I. WILL YOUR LIFE BE PLEASING TO GOD? 

The owner of the vineyard (and the tree) had been checking the progress of 

this particular fig tree, but had been annually disappointed in the fact that it 
had produced no figs. Verse 6 describes a tree planted in a vineyard that 

was owned by a certain man. The relationship between this man and the 
tree was that of an owner and a possession. 

II. WILL YOUR LIFE BE PRODUCTIVE FOR GOD? 

This vineyard owner came year after year expecting to find some figs on his 

fig tree. Each year he was disappointed. His tree proved to be unproductive. 

God expects fruitfulness.  

God cultivates fruitfulness. 

III. WILL YOUR LIFE BE PROLONGED BY GOD? 

In the parable, there is an unfruitful tree that is in danger of being cut down. 

The owner says to the vineyard keeper, “Cut it down.”  Yet, at the request of 
the vineyard keeper the tree is given one more year in which to be fruitful 

and to produce the figs for which it was grown. 

This parable presents both the goodness and the judgment of God. It reveals 
that God is both patient, and at the same time just.  

We serve the God of the second chance – and for that matter, the God of 

the third and the fourth chance. As the Psalmist says, “His mercy endureth 
forever…”  

But we also serve a God of a last chance and this parable warns us against 
assuming that we will be given life indefinitely. Will another year make any 

difference in your life? Will you come to the end of 2012 and be able to say, 

“I lived to please God this year.” Will you be able to look back at the growth 
and fruitfulness of your life come this time next year? 

Let’s start this year off the right way – with the right attitude – headed in 
the right direction.   


