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Lessons for Modern-Day Sowers of the Word 

Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23 

1. Build Your Ministry on the Word of God. 

Jesus said the seed is the Word of God (Luke 8:11). It’s the only thing that has the 
power to change the human heart.  

2. Good ministry produces differing and unpredictable results in the hearers. 

Some seed will fall on the hard path, some on the stony ground, some on thorny soil, 
and some will fall on good soil. But you can’t know in advance where all the seeds will 

fall.  

3. Don’t be misled by early success. 

The longest portion of Jesus’ explanation (v. 19-21) deals with the seed that fell on 

stony ground. Remember, it sprang up quickly. Early success!  

4. Don’t despair because of early difficulty. 

Some missionaries see amazing results. Others struggle for years with little to show for 

their efforts. Good soil can be hard to find.  

5. Your initial judgment of people will often be wrong. 

You can’t tell by looking what sort of heart a person has. We have to give the Word time 

to do its’ own work. Eventually the Word reveals the true condition of every heart.  

6. Sow widely because you don’t know where the good soil is. 

The best way to reach more people is to sow the seed of the Word in as many ways 

possible, using every avenue open to you, reaching out to every age and every interest 
group you can find.  

7. When you find good soil, cultivate it. 

Though Jesus spoke to the masses, and though he had time for individuals, he gave the 
majority of his time to training the twelve.  

8. Without prayer your ministry cannot be effective. 

On the hillsides of Galilee there are more rocks than soil. You could never get rid of all 
the rocks. But God can! 

If we keep on sowing the Word, we will reap a harvest in God’s time, by his grace, for 

his glory.  

http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Luke%208.11

