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Putting Your Hand to the Plow 

Luke 9:57-62 

Putting your hand to the plow is to undertake a task, to get down to business, to embark 
on a course of action. It is a call to commitment. 

Hand to the plow implies – you are getting to work.  

It means you have stopped talking about plowing and have started plowing. The Lord 

asked His followers to pray for workers, for laborers. Jesus wanted us to pray for and to 
send out workers, laborers – not spectators – into His harvest. (Luke 10:2) 

Hand to the plow implies - servitude.  

The follower of Christ should understand that being a Christian is to be called into God’s 
service. It means to serve God. (Luke 17:7) 
 

Hand to the plow implies - moving forward. 

Continuing to look back disqualifies us. According to this text when someone continues 
to “look back” he becomes “not fit” or of “no use” to the Kingdom of God.  

Jesus was talking about someone who was not sold on moving forward with what he had 

decided and his looking back demonstrated a lack of commitment and determination. 
(Jesus has made this kind of commitment and has this kind of determination…read, Luke 

9:51-56. Jesus was determined to go to Jerusalem.) 

Examples of looking back: 

A. After Moses leads the children of Israel out of Egypt following 400 years of oppression 

you would think that they would be appreciative and grateful. But instead all they could 

do is longingly look back at Egypt.(Exodus 16:2-3) 

B. When God made arrangements for Lot and his family to be rescued from Sodom prior 

to its destruction He gave orders for all who would be rescued to not look back at the 
city (Genesis 19:17). But as you recall Lot’s wife looked back at the city and became a 

pillar of salt (Genesis 19:26).  

 There is something about looking back that demonstrates to God a lack of 
commitment. 

“Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: 

forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward 
the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” Philippians 3:13-14. 

Every day you and I should take everything we have, everything we are and lay it down 

on the table of faith and say to God, “My hand is on the plow. I am all in! Lord I’m not 
going to hold or keep anything back from you. I give it ALL to you. My possessions, 

talent, time, potential, all of it belongs to you.” 

 


