
Loving Your Enemies 

Luke 6:27-36 

The dictionary defines an enemy as “one who feels hatred toward, intends 
injury to, or opposes the interests of another; a hostile nation or power.”  
 
Our personal enemies tend to be close to home. In fact, home is the first 
place to look for your enemies. Jesus himself said, “A man’s enemies will be 
the members of his own household” Matthew 10:36.  

Seven Suggestions 

1. Greet your enemies. This is a simple step we often overlook. One part of 
loving our enemies is to greet them graciously when we see them.  

2. Disarm them. That’s what you do when you turn the other cheek or go 
the second mile. You disarm them by doing the very thing they least 
expect. 

3. Do good to them. In this passage when Jesus says, “Love your enemies,” 
He follows it immediately by saying, “Do good to them,” so that we won’t 

miss the point.  

4. Refuse to speak evil of them. That’s what Jesus meant when He said, 
“Bless those who curse you.”  

5. Thank God for them. Behind your enemy stands the hand of God. And 
God would never permit it if He did not intend to bring something good out 
of it.  

6. Pray for them. God won’t be taken aback by your honesty. Say 

something like this, “Lord, I hate this person, but you already know that. I 
ask you to love this person through me because I can’t do it in my own 
power. I ask you for a love I don’t have and can’t begin to produce.”  

7. Ask God to bless them. Seek the blessing for them that you want God to 
do for you.  

Forgiveness always helps us because it sets us free from fear and guilt and 
it sets us free from anger and bitterness so that we can get on with life. It 
is a transforming gift from God. May God who has forgiven us in Christ now 
teach us to walk in forgiving love toward each other. Let the past be past at 
last.  


