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Why I Believe Christ Rose from the Dead 

 

I Corinthians 15:12-20 

 

Suppose there had been no resurrection? Suppose Jesus Christ is still in that grave. If that 

is true, Paul says there are six tragic things that you need to consider if there is no 

resurrection. 

 

I. Preaching Would Be Profitless 

 

Verse 14: "And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain." Now the word 

“vain” means empty, futile, with no purpose, a colossal waste of time.  

 

II. Faith Would Be Foolish 

 

Paul goes on to say in verse 14: “and your faith is also vain.” That is, you are trusting 

something that doesn’t deserve your trust.  

 

III. The Disciples Would Be Deceivers 

 

Verse 15: Paul says, “Moreover we are found…[now underscore this]…false witnesses of 

God; because we testified against God that He raised Christ: whom He did not raise, if in 

fact the dead are not raised.”   

 

IV. Sin Would Be Sovereign 

 

Look in verse 17, if you will: “And if Christ has not been raised your faith is worthless; you 

are still in your sins.” What does that mean? That means that if Christ is still in the grave, 

then God did not accept the payment for your sin.  

 

V. Death Would Have Dominion 

 

Verse 18: “Then those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.”  

 

VI. The Future Is Futile 

 

Notice in verse 19 what the Apostle Paul has to say: “If we hoped in Christ in this life only, 

we are of all men most to be pitied.”  

 

Notice verse 20: “But now Christ has been raised from the dead,” and because he is, 

preaching is profitable, faith is feasible, the disciples are dependable, sin is subdued, death 

is defeated, and the future is fabulous—because Christ has been raised from the dead. He 

has taken the sting out of sin. He has taken the gloom out of the grave. He has taken the 

dread out of death, and He has given to us a hope that is steadfast and sure.  

In Acts 26:8 - the Apostle Paul is making his defense before Agrippa and asked this 

question: “Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead?”  If God 

can create, why can He not re-create? If God once gives life to the dust, can He not do it 

again? Cannot the watchmaker repair his broken creation? Not if we believe in God! In 

the end we come back to this: Will we believe the testimony of God? If not, no other 
arguments will suffice. If yes, no other arguments are needed.  


