
1 
 

The Question Every Person Must Answer 

Matthew 16:13-20 

If you want to think of it in school terms, Matthew 16 is the disciples‟ final exam. 

Jesus actually asked his disciples two questions. One was the warm-up; the other 

was the real thing. 

The First Question (v.13-14) 

The first question is in verse 13. “When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, „Who do people say the Son of Man is?‟” Or, in the 

words of the King James Version, “Whom do men say that I the Son of Man am?”  

The Second Question (v.15-16) 

The Lord having asked the first question, now asks a second one. “Who do you say 
that I am?” (15) In the Greek text, that word “you” has an enormous stress. It is as 

if Jesus is saying, “But you who have followed me and have known me from the 
beginning, who do you say that I am?” It is the greatest question in all the universe 
and it is one which every man must eventually answer.  

And when Peter answers here, he is not speaking simply for himself, but for all the 
disciples. His answer is very, very specific. “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God.”  

Two Great Results (v.17-18)  

A. The Blessing (v.17) 

B. The Promise (v.18) 

Isaiah 28:16, “Therefore thus says the Lord GOD,  “Behold, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, a tested stone, A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He 
who believes in it will not be disturbed.”  

There can be no other foundation upon which to build our lives than belief and trust 

in the unshakeable foundation of the Jesus Christ. Jesus is the only foundation that 
will stand against every test, every storm and every trial - Matthew 7:24-29. 

In a world where promises are not always secure, where riches fail, where the 

future is unknown, where life is uncertain, and where earthly glory fades as quickly 
as it comes, Christ alone is our chief cornerstone; our certainty in an uncertain 
world; the steadfast measure of all things. 

 
 

 


