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Lessons from the World’s Worst Missionary 

Jonah 1:1-3 

Nothing more clearly summarizes the true meaning of grace than the simple phrase 

found in Jonah 2:9, “Salvation is of the Lord."  

That statement is both striking and humorous because it comes from the world’s worst 

missionary. As we begin our journey with Jonah, let’s clarify one point. Jonah is not the 

hero of the story. God is! At the beginning Jonah is running from God; at the end he is 

arguing with God. In between he is praying and preaching.  

This book is about God and how great His heart is toward prodigal sons and daughters 
who run away from Him. God never gives up on Jonah, not when he runs away and not 

when he sits under a vine and pouts. 

Three quick notes about the book of Jonah: 

1. It is a true story.   

2. It is a short story. 

3. It is a revealing story.  

In chapter 1 Jonah is running from God; in chapter 2 he is praying to God; in chapter 3 

he is speaking for God; in chapter 4 he is learning about God. 

The Call God Gave – Jonah 1:1-2 

The Man God Chose – Jonah 1:3a 

The Path Jonah Took – Jonah 3:3b 

Three thoughts to ponder: 

1. Every step out of the will of God is a downward step.  

2.   We get away quickly, we recover slowly. 

3.  Satan can work through circumstances just like God can. 

This is how life really works. Sin looks good for a while. Jonah experienced the 

“pleasures of sin for a season.” If sin always brought immediate misery, it would be a lot 

less attractive to us. Stolen water may be sweet, but it leads you to the gates of hell. 

Sin is fun for a while. Be not deceived. God is not mocked. Jonah is about to find that 

out the hard way. Stay tuned for the rest of the story. 


