
1 
 

Can God Set a Table in the Wilderness? 

Psalm 78:13-19 

In order to make it to the Promised Land, you’ve got to leave Egypt. It would 

have been easier for the Jews if upon crossing the Red Sea, they had stepped 
directly into Canaan. But that’s not how God usually works. We all have to go 

through some “desert time” to get from where we were to where God wants us to 

be.  

But having left, they discovered that the wilderness was a tough place to live. 

They were “between trapezes,” in that frightening place where you have let go of 
the past but the future has not yet arrived. You let go because you have to, but 

then you wait, hanging in space, hoping and praying that the other trapeze 

arrives in time. In that desperate place, it’s easy to doubt that God knows what 
you are going through. 

I. The Wilderness is Solitary. 

By definition the wilderness is a lonely place. Even though you may actually be 

surrounded by people, in the wilderness you feel all alone. In those taut, tense, 
fearful moments, it’s easy to think, “God has forgotten me.” But it is much more 

the other way around. We are the ones who have forgotten God. 

II. The Wilderness is Necessary. 

All four gospels record the vast miracle of the feeding of the 5000. Jesus fed the 
5000 in “a remote place” (Mark 6:35). The disciples wanted to send the people 

away because they had no food. But Jesus told them to stay. He would provide 

the food the disciples would serve to the hungry crowd. At God’s table, the food 
never runs out. No one ever goes away hungry.  

III. The Wilderness is Temporary.  

The wilderness is never easy. But God has purposes for us in the wilderness that 

cannot be accomplished by staying in Egypt. Those who resolve to follow Jesus 
must eventually spend time in the desert with him. There in that solitary place, 

they gain what cannot be purchased except through pain and suffering.   

It’s far better to be in the wilderness with Jesus than in a fancy penthouse 

without Him.  

Can God set a table in the wilderness? He can. He does. He will. You can count on 

it.  

http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mark%206.35

