
A Forgotten Doctrine  

Romans 1:18-25 

“Wrath” is God’s natural response to sin in the universe. God cannot overlook it, He 
cannot wink at it, He cannot pretend it is not there. In Romans 1:18-32 we discover a 

simple progression: 

Men suppress the truth about God.                                                                           
That suppression leads to ungodliness.                                                              

Ungodliness leads on to wickedness.                                                                                  

That wickedness leads to every kind of evil and violence.  

Paul is teaching that moral perversion comes from perversion in faith. Or to say it 

another way, apostasy in doctrine leads eventually to apostasy in lifestyle. What you 

believe is how you live. 

The Result of God’s Wrath  

Stage 1: Indifference to God - (21a)                                                                      
Stage 2: Moral blindness - (21b-22)                                                                       

Stage 3: Loss of God - (23a)                                                                                              
Stage 4: Idolatry - (23b) 

God’s three-fold response may be seen in verses 24, 26, and 28. 

Now they are left to face the consequences of your own actions: 

#1: Sexual immorality - (24-25)                                                                                 

#2: Widespread Homosexuality - (26-27)                                                                                      
#3: Total moral depravity - (28-32) 

Deliverance From God’s Wrath  

Propitiation is a rare word, yet it’s used six times in the New Testament to describe the 
work of Christ on the cross. To propitiate means to “turn away wrath by offering a gift.” 

The New Testament teaches in 1 John 2:2, “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and 
not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.” The phrase “atoning sacrifice” 

translates the normal Greek word of propitiation. By the offering of Himself, Jesus 
turned away God’s wrath forever.  

Because Christ bore the full weight of God’s wrath we, as Christians, now enjoy the full 
blessing of God’s mercy. For those who reject Christ, there is nowhere else to turn. If 
you turn from the cross and go back into the world, or if you think you can do it on your 

own and save yourself, if you turn from Jesus Christ, you will discover there is no place 

else to go. There is no other name under heaven given among men whereby we must be 
saved. So run to the cross! I love the words to William Cowper hymn that is still in our 

song book today: “There is a fountain filled with blood - Drawn from Immanuel’s veins. 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood - Lose all their guilty stain.” 
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