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“Courage to Confront the Lion” 

 

2 Samuel 23:20-23 

In this little paragraph we discover the story of Benaiah son of Jehoiada. Benaiah was a 
warrior. He’s brave. We don’t know what Benaiah was doing or where he was going 

when he encountered the lion. Climbing into a pit with a lion was not normal. Human 

beings don’t usually confront lions. But Benaiah did…   

First, Benaiah understood that God is bigger than any problem he could ever 

encounter.   

If you see God as small and remote, then your problems will seem huge and 

overpowering. But if you see God as the God of the universe who is all-knowing, ever 
present, and powerful enough to speak worlds into existence with just a word, then your 

problems look small and manageable.  

A second thing that Benaiah understood was that God places us in improbable 

situations in order to grow our faith.   

Sometimes the circumstances we are in are designed to drive us to our knees and 

deepen our trust of a God who is always working behind the scenes.  James wrote: 

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its 

work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything” James 1:2. 

A third thing that Benaiah understood was that sometimes you have to face your fears 

to fulfill your destiny.   

We are all afraid of something. Don’t tell me that Benaiah’s heart wasn’t pounding out of 

his chest as he went hand to paw with the lion.  

Paul wrote to Timothy: “For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of 

power, love, and self-discipline” 2 Timothy 1:7. 

Finally, Benaiah understood that you only live once so you might as well really live. 

 
Remember that eternal life starts - NOW! Jesus said, “The thief comes to kill, steal, and 

destroy but I have come that you might have life, and life ABUNDANTLY” John 10:10. 

Most people really don’t live, they just survive. May that never be said of us! God calls 

us to a great adventure of trusting and following Him.   

(Some of this material was adapted from Mark Batterson’s book, “In a Pit with a Lion on 

a Snowy Day.”)   
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