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Grounded in the Word 

2 Timothy 2:14-16 

If we are going to be used of God to reach others, we must be “approved workers” who are 

not ashamed because we correctly handle the word of truth. The phrase “approved workers” 
speaks of craftsmen who are gifted and dedicated to doing excellent work. Those who serve 

the Lord must take care in the way they handle the Word of God. In the King James Version, 
the phrase reads “rightly divide.” The Greek word means something like cutting a straight 

furrow or making a straight path.  

First, I must know the Word.                                                                                   
Second, I must apply it to my own life.                                                                         

Third, I must diligently study it in order to teach it.                                                                                       
Fourth, I must teach it correctly so that others will understand it. 

If you are grounded in the Word, you will avoid quarrels (v.14) because they produce 

spiritual catastrophe in those who listen. You will avoid “godless chatter” (v.16) because it is 
a kind of spiritual gangrene that destroys the soul. You will be aware of false teachers 

(vv.17-18) who have wandered away from the truth.  

How do you become an “approved worker?” The King James Version says “study to show 
yourself approved.” Other translations use phrases like “be diligent” or “make every effort” 

or “do your best.” The point is, it doesn’t happen by accident.  

Make it your aim to know God’s Word deeply so God can use you greatly. 

II Timothy 4:3-4 describes a scene that seems amazingly contemporary: “For the time will 

come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they 
will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to 

hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths” (II Timothy 
4:3-4).  

So what do you do in an environment like that? And the answer comes from the Apostle 

Paul: “Preach the Word!” This is what the church must do in times like these. “Preach the 
Word!” This is our calling, our challenge, our mandate.  

We Have An Audience of One - Paul brings that point out forcefully in verse 1, when he 

exhorts Timothy with these stirring words: “In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who 
will judge the living and the dead” … (II Timothy 4:1).  

First Things First - Acts 6:2-4.  

Our Marching Orders - Verse 5 gives us four very specific marching orders as we preach 

the Word: “Keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, 
discharge all the duties of your ministry” (II Timothy 4:5).  

We preach the Word because that is our only message, and it is the message the world 
desperately needs to hear.  
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