
Passing the Torch (II Timothy) 

Renewing Your Passion 

II Timothy 1:12-14 

II Timothy chapter 1 tells us how Paul begins to pass the torch. He does it in a 

very personal way by telling Timothy of his confidence in him and calling him to 

join Paul in standing strong even if it means suffering for the sake of the gospel. 
We can summarize Paul’s message in five simple statements.  

I. Remember your heritage. (II Timothy 1:3-5) 

By God’s grace, we can pass the torch to the next generation. Other hands will 

hold the helm, other voices will speak, other feet will make the journey, and 
other hearts will set the agenda. To train those minds and hearts and voices is 

the great challenge of leadership in every generation. 

II. Rekindle your spiritual gift. (II Timothy 1:6-7) 

This exhortation comes in light of Timothy’s wonderful spiritual heritage. Say no 
to fear and yes to faith. Paul doesn’t say, ―Start the fire,‖ but rather, ―Stir up the 

fire that is already burning inside.‖ Another way to say it is, ―Use your gifts now! 

Serve the Lord now! Get involved now! God put the fire inside you but you have 
stir up the flame! Let it burn!‖ 

III. Refuse to be intimidated.  (II Timothy 1:8-12)  

 ―Do not be ashamed‖ – v 8 … ―I am not ashamed‖ – v. 12 

IV. Recommit to the gospel message. (II Timothy 1:13-14)  

If we are going to make a mark for God in this generation, we must also 

recommit ourselves to the purity and truth of the gospel message. It is the duty 

of every generation—and every local congregation—to ―keep‖ and ―guard‖ the 

sacred truth of God. 

V. Respond to God’s call. (II Timothy 1:15-18) 

This is no time for neutrality! Everyone we meet is going to heaven or hell. There 

is no third option. Jesus said, “He who is not with me is against me” (Matthew 

12:30). Each person makes a choice and then we live by the choices we make. 
We are either for Christ or against him. Do you stand with Jesus or against him? 
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