
"The God of Great Events"                                                                          

Genesis 1:1-5 

It’s hard to imagine anything more fundamental to our faith than the opening inspired words of 
the Bible. Ideas have consequences. What you believe about where you came from will radically 

impact the purpose of your life.  

I. The Sequence of Genesis 1 

“The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters” (Genesis 1:2 ESV). Verse 

2 tells us that when God began creating, the world as we know it was unformed and 
uninhabited. Verses 3-5 tell us that on Day 1 light is separated from the darkness. On Day 2 

(verses 4-8) of the creation week God separated the sea and the sky. On Day 3 (verses 9-13) 
dry land appeared from beneath the waters. The continents were formed and the first vegetation 
appears. On Day 4 (verses 14-19) God created the sun, the moon and the stars. On Day 5 

(verses 20-23) God created the birds of the air and the fish of the sea. On Day 6 (verses 24-31) 
God created the land animals. On this day God also created Adam and Eve in His own image. 

That brings us to Day 7 (Genesis 2:1-3). God rested on the seventh day, not because He was 
tired but because His work was fully done.  

II. The Message of Genesis 1 

First, God is the theme of Genesis 1. He is mentioned 35 times in 31 verses. Creation is God’s 

work.  

Second, we learn that man is the apex of creation. When God created Adam and Eve in His own 
image, He forever separated the human race from the animals around them.  

Third, we learn from this the fundamental unity of the human race. All humans are descended 

from the first couple.  

Fourth, evolution utterly fails as an explanation of our origin. Ten times Genesis 1 contains the 
phrase “according to its kind” or “according to their kinds.” This is God’s law of genetics.  

III. The Implications of Genesis 1 

What shall we say about the “days” of creation? Are they literal, 24-hour days? Whenever the 

Hebrew word “day” has a number attached to it, it always means a 24-hour day. When God 
gave the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20, he reinforced the commandment about keeping the 
Sabbath holy this way: “For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the 

sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day” (Exodus 20:11).  

God created you. You are not an accident or an oversight. You are not a product of impersonal 
time and chance. God made you and you fit in. You belong here. God has a plan for your life.  

“By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that 
what is seen was not made out of what is visible” Hebrews 11:3. 
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