
Overcoming Pride 

II Kings 5:1-6 

I. The Problem that Affected Him 

Naaman had leprosy and could do nothing to cure himself. Wealth and power and 

influence will only take you so far. Naaman could defeat any enemy in battle but he was 

powerless against the disease that was taking his life.  

II. The Person who Directed Him 

 

The Syrian army captured a young Israelite girl who became a servant to Naaman’s 
wife. She must have liked her master because she mentioned to Mrs. Naaman that she 

knew of a prophet in Samaria (Elisha) who could cure leprosy.  
  

III. The Prophet who Corrected Him  
 

When Elisha hears about the letter, he sends word to the king to send Naaman to him. 
“Have the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel” (v. 8). 

 
IV. The Pride that Infected Him  

 
Naaman had come to the prophet with his own ideas of how the healing should take 

place. “I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name 
of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy” (v. 11). 

 

V. The Plan that Perfected Him  

“Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you 
will be cleansed” (v. 10). 

Naaman was like all of us. He had an inflated opinion of his own importance, and as long 

as he held onto it, he could never get better. He had to give up his prejudice, laying 

aside his pride, and dip himself seven times in the muddy Jordan River. Until he did that, 
he could never get better. 

No one likes being told what to do. We all would rather be in charge of our own affairs, 

and that’s why the whole notion of surrendering our ego and our pride to the Lord 
sounds strange at first. But there is no other way to get better. There is no other way to 

be healed. There is no other way to be forgiven. There is no other way to find a new life. 
We can fight the Lord or we can surrender everything to His control. 

 


