
Famous Last Words 

Matthew 28:18-20 

This is the story of the famous last words of Jesus Christ. We call these words; 
“The Great Commission”. The words that Jesus spoke that day were a charter and 

a foundation and a blueprint for the movement that His followers were going to 

establish after He was gone.  

These words are important because, at least in Matthew’s gospel, they are the 

last words of Jesus. 

These words are important because they explain what the followers of Jesus 

Christ are to do in the long period between His first coming and His second 

coming. 

These words are important because they apply without exception to all Christians 

at all times, in all places, in every possible situation. 

1. A Great Claim. (Verse 18) 

Listen again to the great claim that Jesus makes in verse 18: “Then Jesus came 

to them and said, ’All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 

2. A Great Commission (Verses 19-20a) 

Jesus said, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you.” 

I see first of all what we are to do. Second, I see where we are to do it. Third, I 

see how we are to do it. Fourth, I see what result we are to expect when we do it.  

 

3. The Great Promise (Verse 20b) 

 
Jesus said, as you go, as you work your way through history, through all the 

things you do, remember this, “Surely I will be with you always to the very end of 

the age.” 

His Last Words: Our First Command 

If this is the Great Commission of Jesus Christ, then this ought to be our great 

commission as well. If this is what was uppermost on Jesus’ mind, then this is 
what ought to be uppermost on our minds. His last words must become our first 

words. 


