
Membership Has Its Privileges 
(Ephesians 1:18-23) 

 
 The church has seen a decline in membership over the past several years, 
particularly among younger age groups.  While there are many possible reasons for this, 
one explanation could be summed up by a young man who stated, “Nothing big or 
negative caused me to stop attending church.  I just came to a point that I did not see 
church as essential to my life.”  Being a part of the church is not viewed by many as an 
essential thing.  
 American Express used to advertise with the slogan “Membership Has Its 
Privileges.”  Perhaps we are in need of a reminder of the multiple blessings that come to 
us by being in the church of Christ – blessings that we cannot afford to be without! 
 

How can something be viewed as “non-essential” that… 
 

1) Was purposed from ______________ (Ephesians 3:10-12)?  
 

2) Was built on the foundation of ______________ (Matthew 16:18)?  
 

3) Jesus told us to put ___________ in our lives (Matthew 6:33)?   
 

4) Contains the _____________ of Christ (Ephesians 1:23)?  Consider all the 
spiritual blessings that are found there (1:3-14). 

 
5) Involves being in ________   ___________ (1 Timothy 3:15)?  This 

encompasses many benefits: 
 

a. _______________ (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32,34; Galatians 6:10)  
b. _______________ (Hebrews 10:24)  
c. _______________ (Hebrews 10:25) 
d. _______________ and ______________ (Ephesians 4:11-13) 
e. _______________ (Romans 12:3-12; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31) 
f. _______________ (Ephesians 3:10) 
 

6) Jesus gave His ________ for (Acts 20:28; Ephesians 5:25)?   
 

We have often heard it said “I do not want the church – I just want Jesus.”  They 
make this statement because they don’t think the church is essential.  But in reality you 
can’t separate the two (cf. Acts 8:3; 9:4).  Ephesians 5:23 makes two very crucial points:  
Jesus is the head of His church, which is His body.  (Someone who says he wants Christ 
but not the church is claiming to want the Head without His body.)  And the verse also 
claims that Jesus is the Savior of that same body.  To have Jesus as your “personal 
Savior” is not possible outside of His church because the church is made up of those 
who are saved by Him (cf. Acts 2:47).  If salvation is what you seek, you’ll find it in His 
church. Membership truly has its privileges! 


