
Loving Your Neighbor as Yourself 

Colossians 3:12-14 

Last Sunday morning we studied the words of Jesus found in Matthew 22:36-40 – known 

as “The Greatest Commandment”: “Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the 
Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 

"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus replied: "Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is 

the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as 
yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." 

Today I want to address the second part of that passage - the part about loving our 

neighbor as we love ourselves – loving those people that enter our lives every day.  

The Golden Rule: Matthew 7:12 – “So in everything, do to others what you would have 
them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.” 

 
1. Live at peace with others. 

 

Romans 12:18 – “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone”.  

 
2. Make forgiveness a priority. 

 
Matthew 6:14-15 – “If you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father 

will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive 
your sins.” 

 
3. Proactively look for ways to show love to others. 

 
Galatians 6:10 – “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” 
 

4. Speak kindly to others and about them. 

 
Ephesians 4:29 – “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only 

what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those 
who listen.” 

5. Consider others as more important than yourself. 

 
Philippians 2:3-4 – “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility 

consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own 
interests, but also to the interests of others.” 


