
THE LIVING SHOULD TAKE THIS TO HEART 
Ecclesiastes 7:1-3; 9:10 

Since death is “the destiny of every man” how should we live? Ecclesiastes 9:10 
offers a simple answer: “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your 

might, for in the grave, where you are going, there is neither working nor 
planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.” If we probe this famous verse and its 

immediate context, we find four principles that the living should take to heart: 

I. Do Whatever Lies Close At Hand. 

“Whatever your hand finds to do” (Ecclesiastes 9:10a). Eugene Peterson’s 
translation (The Message) offers a punchier version of this phrase: “Whatever 

turns up, grab it and do it.” I like that because it emphasizes the unpredictable 

nature of life. 

II. Do Your Work With Passion. 

“Do it with all your might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10b). We are to tackle our work with 

gusto. Life is too short, too fragile, and too precious to take lightly. Whatever we 

do, we should do it heartily, with enthusiasm, with passion, with zeal and with 
commitment. 

III. Ponder The Brevity Of Life. 

“For in the grave, where you are going, there is neither working nor planning nor 
knowledge nor wisdom” (Ecclesiastes 9:10c). Life is not a dress rehearsal. We 

only get one chance to do whatever we’re going to do on planet earth. Soon 

enough, sooner than we think, our moment in the sun will be over. 

IV. Be Thankful For Things Large and Small. 

This principle actually comes from the verses that precede our text. “Go, eat your 

food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful heart, for it is now that God 

favors what you do. Always be clothed in white, and always anoint your head with 
oil.  

Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love, all the days of this meaningless life that 

God has given you under the sun– all your meaningless days. For this is your lot 
in life and in your toilsome labor under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 9:7-9). Take time 

to enjoy the simple pleasures of life. 
 

The point is - do whatever you’re going to do now. If you intend to do some good 

deed, do it now. If you have some great plan, work on it now. If you intend to do 

something or be something or try something, do it or be it or try it - now! 
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