
 
Jesus, Friend of Sinners 

Mark 2:13 – 17 
 
Jesus was quite at home among sinners, and in fact, did not merely tolerate them, but really 
loved them! 
 

The religious people that lived at Jesus time were scandalized by His choice of company 

as they saw Him eating and drinking with people they had dismissed as too bad for God! 
They labeled Jesus with a phrase that they thought derogatory, but which Jesus 

embraced; "friend of sinners." 
 

Luke tells us how Jesus responded to their criticism: Luke 15:1-7 
 
I. Some of God’s Sheep are Lost 

 
In verse 6 the shepherd mentions “my lost sheep.” Lost people matter to God because He 

created them in His image. In the parable, the shepherd knows his sheep even while they 

are lost. The same is true of our Heavenly Father. He knows His lost sheep while they 

are far gone in sin. And He knows them by name long before they know him. 
 
 
II. God Wants His Lost Sheep Found 

 
In the story Jesus told, the one lost sheep is valued more than the 99 found  

sheep. But the lost sheep will not be easily found. The shepherd leaves his flock  
and goes after the lost sheep “until he finds it” (v. 4). 

 
III. Someone Must Go After God’s Lost Sheep 

 
These parables in Luke 15 are first and foremost about God. They reveal God’s heart for 

those who do not know Him. The shepherd leaves the 99 sheep in the open country. 
That doesn’t mean he abandons them. That wouldn’t make sense. 
 

The found sheep must be left before the lost sheep can be found. 
 

Finally, notice the emphasis on joy. The shepherd rejoices when he finds the sheep. The 

people rejoice when the sheep returns to the fold. Heaven rejoices when a sinner 

repents. In all of this, we discover two sides of God’s character: 
 
A) God’s enormous compassion for the lost. 
 
B) God’s sovereign grace in rescuing His lost sheep. 

 

God cares for sinners one at a time. We should too. Jesus was called the friend of 
sinners (“The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, 'Behold, a gluttonous man 
and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
 


